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How Then Shall We Live? 
     Erwin Lutzer, of Moody Bible Institute recently said “We were in a cultural war, and we have 

lost.” How than shall we live?    

     The challenge for us is this: 1. to be true to our scriptural values and 2. to live a life of love. It is 

the way Jesus lived. After all He brought grace and truth (John 1:17).  We are told to go and do 

likewise. We’ve all heard the adage “Hate the sin but love the sinner.” But what will that actually 

look like in our lives? 

     I asked Jill Costanzi to join me in a conversation about the day-to-day realities of living like Jesus 

in this new culture.   Jill has helped us, as a congregation, to be pro-active politically. As a home 

school mom, she has spent lots of time and thought on this topic. Here’s some of the ideas that 

emerged from our conversation: 

     We need to be serious about digging into Scripture. What 

does it say? What kind of God do we serve? Deut. 4:7-8 says 

What other nation is so great as to have their gods near them the 

way the LORD our God is near us whenever we pray to him? 8 

And what other nation is so great as to have such righteous 

decrees and laws as this body of laws I am setting before you 

today? God’s “righteous” laws are for our benefit. God means us 

good! The Bible does not describe homosexuality as a “greater” 

sin than any other. All sin is offensive to God. All sin is 

destructive to the person who practices it but no sin is beyond the grace of God found in Jesus Christ. 

    Direct your anger.  Our changing culture makes us angry. Jesus said the second greatest 

commandment is “to love your neighbors as yourselves.” Don’t direct your anger towards the person 

sitting next to you at work, your nephew who attends family parties, or the parents of the children 

who share a classroom with your child.  Remember these are broken people. So are we.  Ephesians 

5:12 says Our battle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, the authorities. against the 

powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  While all 

sin is repulsive to God, some sins have greater consequences in this life and may be harder to leave. 

Drug addiction would be another such sin. But we are all in need of God’s grace, love, and power. 

     Be informed about the cultural battles and how others are thinking today. Subscribe to 

Christian and conservative news feeds that will give a Biblical perspective on cultural issues today. 

Consider  www.IllinoisFamily.org,  www.Massresistance.org  and there are many others. 

     Be prepared. Know why you believe what you believe. Teach your children or grandchildren the 

“whys” as well as the “what’s.” Be ready with an answer about why homosexuality is harmful. 

Maintain open discussions with your children about what the Bible says (and doesn't say) about 

marriage and sexuality. It’s the parent’s job to have frequent age-appropriate discussions with kids 

about this issue, and to know what they are being taught by media, teachers and peers outside the 

home. They, like adults, will encounter people who are in a homosexual lifestyle and are just “nice 

people.” If they don’t know the “why” they may ask themselves, “Do I want to serve a God that is so 

hateful and condemning?” 

     Begin having conversations about this issue with other Christians. “How does your church 

leadership handle this issue?” “Do you know what the Bible says about this?” Most of us know 

someone in our family, neighborhood, or work environment that is a homosexual. And many of us 

are struggling to balance grace and truth. Let’s help each other out by sharing our experiences. The 

Lord often provides wisdom as we share with one another. 

     Earn the right to have an honest conversation with a homosexual in your life. Relationship 

comes first. Be prepared to verbalize your Biblical position. You don’t need to be pushy, but be ready 

to speak truth when the opportunity arrives. Be truthful without being hurtful. Speak the truth in love 

(you genuinely care about this person). This is only possible in relationship. 

     The bottom line, as with all relationships, must be the GOSPEL. As followers of Jesus Christ, we 

must live to bring him glory. Each of us has sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. Each one of 

us is tempted. BUT, Jesus Christ died so that I could be forgiven and set free, and he died for the 

homosexual, the fornicator, and the adulterer, as well. True love will not condemn, nor will it remain 

silent. If you would like to read more check out Chip Ingram's talk: "Homosexuality: What do you 

say to a gay friend?". 

 

Additional resources: 

Chip Ingram’s talk     http://livingontheedge.org/broadcast/homosexuality-what-do-you-say-to-a-gay-

friend-part-1/daily-radio#.Va6vjiiJXOF  

Jill owns and is willing to lend a DVD “The Homosexual War" by Todd Friel. 

Calendar Corner… 
Sunday worship @ 9 a.m. 

No Sunday School 
2nd Ladies pray together @ 5 
6th Laundry Love @ 6:30 @ Batavia 

Laundromat 

9th Communion served 
13th Bridal shower for Summer Goodwin 

@ Sanctuary @ 7*** 

23rd Lunch Bunch*** 
***See News & Notes for details 

 

 

For Prayer and Praise… 
•  Charlotte and Wayne Gerber have 

arrived at their new Texas home.  They 

will be very near-by their daughter, 

Betsy and her family.  Want to keep in 

touch?  Here’s their new address: 

18175 Country Rd. $442 

Lindale, TX  75771 

ggerber123@gmail.com 

•  Jane Stover continues with tests and 

treatment for  a couple of major health 

issues. 

• Krissy Chapman will wed Ryan Cole 

August 28th  in St. Louis. 

•  Judy Laver will have gall bladder 

surgery August 6th.. 

•  Carmen Bruce has had good news.  

She has been attending a Wound-Care 

Clinic for several weeks.  The process of 

healing is just about complete! 

•  Dan Ludwig has moved to an assisted 

living facility while he is battling 

cancer.  He’d  appreciate a note of 

encouragement:  Here’s his address: 

Spring Meadows 

504 River Rd., C220 

Naperville, IL  60563 

• Juanita Hartle has taken a fall and is 

in a body brace that can only be 

removed for sleeping. 

 

 

 

Birthdays to Celebrate… 
1st Barb Cox 

3rd  MaryJan Lambert 

6th Becky Cormier 

8th Kristen Hermes 

9th Rhina Hernandez 

15th Cathy Windish 

31st Jill Costanzi 

 

 

Words of Wisdom… 
Worry will not change tomorrow 

but it will strip the joy from today. 

http://www.illinoisfamily.org/
http://www.massresistance.org/
mailto:ggerber123@gmail.com


You’re Invited 

to 

A Bridal Shower 

for Summer Goodwin (who will marry David Luber) 

Where:  at Sanctuary’s Fellowship Hall 

When:  Thursday, August 13th at 7 P.M. 
 

Summer & David are registered at Kohl’s and Bed, Bath & Beyond 
 

 

Getting to Know You...  
     In the movie/stage play “The King and I” the heroine Anna sings to a group of palace children as 

she becomes their teacher. “Getting to know you, getting to know all about you.  Getting to like you, 

hoping that you’ll like me....”  While this column won’t tell you all there is about a gal among us...we 

hope you will be enticed to get to know her better...learning to know and love her as a fellow member 

of this church family.  
 

     You’ve seen Laurie Kluczynski  around for quite a while 

now. She’s the daughter of long-time member, Marie Ludwig. 

Although her home in Elmhurst made it a long trek to 

Sanctuary, she occasionally came with her Mom. About 12 

years ago she enrolled in one of the ALPHA Courses and she 

and Marie attended together. ALPHA provided a moment of re-

commitment and encouragement to be more involved in her 

faith. 

     Growing up, Laurie was taken to a Baptist church by her 

godly Grandmother. At 12 she was water baptized. There was always faith in Jesus in her heart, but 

marriage to Bill sent her to a different faith tradition. Attendance there wasn’t always consistent but her 

desire was that her children have some structured religious training. Today none of them has a vibrant 

faith or is attending a church. There is a mother’s longing for them to have this in their lives. 

     Laurie and Bill’s 3 kids are all adults: Kristen, newly married and in the Chicago area; Rob and his 

family with 2 1/2 kids (one’s on the way) live in St. Louis; and Stephen, also in the Chicago area, has 

joint custody of his four year old twin girls. The Kluczynski’s continue an enjoyable Christmas 

tradition. Kids and grandkids all arrive on Christmas Eve, spend the night, enjoy the Christmas 

morning excitement……by afternoon, Laurie needs a long nap. 

     Laurie’s Elmhurst home is a story in itself. Built in 1922, it needed a complete rehab. And these 

home-owners tackled it all themselves. Remodeling the kitchen took five years   A “temporary 

solution,”, was to move all appliances into a bedroom. In spite of this unusual arrangement, Laurie 

managed to prepare Thanksgiving dinners! 

     Thanks to the recession, their Elmhurst home was too expensive for them to maintain. This was not 

long after Laurie had taken an early retirement after more than 20 years as a bodily-injured 

claim representative with an insurance company. It was traumatic to downsize and move to a St. 

Charles townhome. Only in hindsight could she see God’s hand moving on their behalf. Bill began 

displaying unusual tiredness and was diagnosed with heart blockages. Open heart surgery fixed him but 

doctors said his condition could have been fatal if he had done something physically exerting. 

Remember-Townhomes don’t require outside maintenance and it had been one of those awful Chicago 

winters! No snow shoveling for Bill that year….thank God! 

     When a child, Marie worried that Laurie, very much a tom-boy, wouldn’t turn out well as a 

homemaker. Time changes many things: today Marie thinks Laurie is “very organized and doing 

great.” (Think of those Thanksgiving dinners prepared in a bedroom.) Laurie has a love for singing and 

hopes to be more involved in our choir events. She has dabbled in our Children’s Church ministry and 

is interested in serving with our Bread Ministry,   A goal is to be more consistent in reading her Bible. 

     The St. Charles home is also nearer her Mom and Sanctuary. Marie no longer drives and needs a 

ride to church. So they are all here on Sunday mornings. And we’re glad to have them. 

 

Proverbs 17:22 (laughter is good medicine) 
     Johnny's Mother looked out the window and noticed him "playing church" 

with their cat.  He had the cat sitting quietly and he was preaching to it. She 

smiled and went about her work.  A while later she heard loud meowing and 

hissing and ran back to the open window.  Johnny was baptizing the cat in a 

tub of water. She called out, "Johnny, stop that! The cat is afraid of water!"    

Johnny looked up at her and said, "He should have thought about that before 

he joined my church." 

Of  News and Note…. 
• Lunch Bunch – Everyone is invited to 

this informal family get together 

immediately after the Sunday service, 

August 23rd.  Bring your own meal, 

tableware and beverage.  The location 

will be announced at the morning 

service. 

• Shower for Summer details in invite. 

 

Heart Thoughts    
                                   from Heather Rios 

    It’s been a very difficult summer for 

me.  My cat of 18 years was laid to rest.  

I had three mini strokes’s since 

February.  The most recent one left me 

needing the temporary use of a walker.  

     At first, I took on these 

circumstances with all the gusto I could 

muster from within. However, by the 

end of the week, I found myself very 

teary with discouragement and 

frustration.   

     With all of these details circulating 

through my anxious mind, I found 

myself in an unexpected visit with my 

nephew.  He recommended a movie, 

About Time.  The title alone intrigued 

me. The rating was of such that we both 

would never even consider watching, 

but a close friend of  his had shared this 

movie with him. And now my nephew 

wanted to do the same with me. I went 

home and found the movie available 

through a cable channel. 

     Andy and I snuggled in and watched 

the movie in its entirety. Cody was right. 

It was a beautiful message of how 

precious time truly is. To learn through 

our life experiences. And to grow from 

the mistakes that we may make along 

the way.  To see beauty. 

     At the movies end there was a line 

that moved me. Immensely.    "To 

relish this remarkable ride." 

     Oh, how I want to do so. Each 

moment and every breath I breathe. This 

life that I live. My four beautifully, 

extraordinary children. My husband, the 

love of my life. My faith which is life's 

most precious gift of all. 

     How will I 'relish' this roller coaster 

of a ride that I am on? With the best of 

my ability that I can muster with my 

Master's help. As I journey on I do not 

know what lies ahead. I may experience 

many emotions toppling over one 

another. Fear, doubt, and worry will try 

to sneak in, but I must keep my eyes 

fixated upon the Lord and His living 

Word.  Yes, the 'unknown' can be a 

scary, frightening place.  It is in the 

precious, little moments where I find 

Him. They are what truly matter.  They 

are my gifts. My miraculous gifts of 

time. 


